Filmsynopsi 2008

World premiere

10 years African Hip Hop: Cape Town, Dakar, Amsterdam 

SA/NL/Senegal/ 5 min./documentary 

Hip Hop has anchored itself in Africa in the last ten years. African rappers are becoming more known worldwide. Countless documentaries have been made about the African Hip Hop phenomena, we hear African Hip Hop in soundtrack for movies in computer games and Hollywood films. In this documentary local filmmakers take a look at the recent history of the hip-hop scene, her impact on the society and the essential question: does something like African hip hop exist? Is there a parallel between the African identity in Capetown and Dakar and the Diaspora-rappers in Amsterdam? This film is a collaboration of the hip hop organization Optimist Production in Dakar, the Faculty of Hip Hop in Capetown and African Hip Hop Foundation from the Netherlands and made possible in part of NCDO. Producers present at festival.

Change Dance: Blaxtar & Tha Gosple in Malawi

NLMalawi/2008/short/25min.

Directed by Marieke Schellart

Dutch Hip Hop artist Blaxtar meets the Malawian Hip Hop artist Tha Gosple. Their message to the youth of  Malawi is: ‘It’s up to you to change the world, break taboos, change traditions and stop giving HIV a change’.Do the secular artist from Zwolle and the ChristianTha Gospla succeed in finding one common language to spread this message? This documentary ends with a videoclip of Blaxtar and Tha Gosple of one of the hiphoptracks they produced in Malawi. Director, producer & Blaxtar present at festival

Chocolate Rap

China/2005/feature/90min. 

Directed by: Chi Y. Lee

The story is a new take on th

e popular martial arts genre, where a young protagonist applies the wisdom of a master’s teachings to develop his skill. The plot usually follows the hero’s triumph over poverty, setbacks and enemies, whilst he steadfastly refuses to stoop to dishonest means. The ‘twist’ is that instead of kung fu, here the hero’s focus is on break-dancing. His father (Akio Chen) a humble dockside ice-chopper, plays the role of guru and imparts the secret of success. Twenty-something Chocko (Hsin Hung Chen) hangs out with a gang of like-minded hip-hop fans, practising moves in disused warehouses or beside the river. Disapproving of his son’s wayward lifestyle, the father does his best to be supportive, particularly as the boy’s mother has died.Attractive neighbour Ally (Megan Lai) is as fixated on playing classical piano as Chocko is on hip-hop, but has a romantic preference for his manager and fellow rap-artiste, Pachinko (Po Ching Huang). They form a competition troupe and, when he is rejected for membership, the scowling King Kong (Jian Hong Tong) vows revenge. After stealing some of Chocko’s moves King Kong becomes leader of a rival troupe, bent on snatching top honours by fair means or foul. Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjvxY9xGLSU&feature=related

Rising Styles presents: Clash a da tight is

UK/2008/documentary/78min./Dutch premiere

Directed by Teddy Nijgh

Award winning rapumentary featuring some of the realest artists from London UK, Australia and the U.S. Filmed all over London and Sydney. Journey deep into the heart of underground Hip Hop. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_9ky2XC8Zh4 

Fatcap Express, openingsfilm

NL/2008/feature/70min. /dvd-release

Directed by Danny (Kas) Stolker 

Geoffrey (aka Risk) and Vincent (aka Express) are two graffiti writers from Rotterdam. Friends that are each other’s opposites. Geoffrey started spraying for no reason other then unruliness, his hunger for fame and respect quickly makes him one of the fastest growing names in the scene. Vincent on the other hand always knows what he wants in life and why and where he’s going. Despite Geoffrey’s eccentric personality, Vincent recognizes his skills and takes him around town during their adventures at night. Following their adventures gives us a peek in the graffiti world we other then the results on walls and trains we ordinarily won’t see. Some unexpected events will confront Geoffrey with his risky lifestyle. Director present at festival. trailer:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DAdRtQ90eLA
Follow your heart (China’s new movement) 

China/2008/documentary/91min./European premiere

Directed by Duncan Jepson

Follow Your Heart – China’s New Youth Movement explores the life and ideals of this new generation of Chinese from those in the wealthy coastal cities to those living in the small interior cities. The film focuses on the beliefs, work and family life of a number of China’s successful and independent Hip Hop artists who have an increasingly widening influence in a society quickly proselytising from communism to consumerism. The group, spread across China, believe in Hip Hop as it began in New York in 1970s; that it is a means of expressing freedom and that being true to oneself is most important. While political and traditional values do not encourage their work and beliefs, it is actually the extensive and powerful forces of commerce and consumerism that conflict most with their ideals but yet provide the most assistance in spreading the word. The film investigates the conflicting dynamic between an inflexible political environment and an ancient culture embarking on modernisation. It also examines the issues that are affecting Chinese youth such as Chinese-ness, freedom, family, information, consumerism, wealth and individuality. The film also looks at youth culture in China and the country’s development from the perspective of the builders of the communist nation, their parents, and the architects of the new economy, the consumer corporate stakeholders. Most importantly the film sets out to describe the high optimism and convictions of this new generation and the future that they want to build. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CuElU6n46TI&feature=related www.chinesehiphopcracy.com 

Free Kempi

NL/2008/documentary/50 min./directors cut

Directed by: Ivan Barbosa

Free Kempi opens with a trial in Den Bosch (NL) that equals the new start in life for young delinquent and rapper Kempi. His talent for rapmusic brought him a recorddeal with nr 1 dutch hiphoplabel TopNotch. On the other hand Kempi is dealing with his streetlife surrounded with drugs and poverty. To become successful as an artist, Kempi has to change radically. Can he manage this? Director present at festival. 

Haari T, vol. 3

NL/2008/short /14min. 

Directed by: Hesdy Londijk 

Tjon Rockon’s back as Shaolin Master Haari T! In this short film by aspiring director Hesdy Lonwijk (Color me Bad) Haari is putting his Kung Fu to use in Rotterdam, where he drives around escort girls in his old Plymouth. When Haari has to take care of his daughter for a day, there’s bound to be trouble while he tries to unite his shady job and the high moral of Shaolin Kung Fu. Director & cast will be present at festival

Hip Hop(e) in the Favela

B/2008/54min./Dutch premiere

Directed by: Lazhari Abdeddaïm

Brasil and its favelas, similar to ‘the Bronx’ in the 70-s and 80-s, is a fertile ground for Hip Hop talent. The negative: social and political problems, drug abuse, violence and crime are turned around using Hip Hop culture into something positive: creativity and most of all Hope! Taste the Brazilian hospitality, the soul of Hip Hop and the bitterness of the daily life in the favela. 

Africanhiphop.com presents: Living the HipLife 

Ghana/2007/documentary/61min./Dutch premiere 

Directed by Jesse Shipley

In 1994, rap musician Reggie Rockstone Ossei returned to his native Ghana and sparked a musical revolution. Living the HipLife traces the birth of hiplife (a fusion of highlife and hip hop), focusing on its many layers of music and culture 

Homegrown 1

NL/2002/short /23min. 

Directed by: Soultrotter

It’s 2002 and the 1st Homegrown tour in Holland starts. In this documentary we see emerging MC’s as Pete Philly, OPgezwolle, Raymzter, Spacekees. We follow them on and off stage, in conversations and thoughts… what will the future bring? Director present at festival. 

HipHopHuis presents: Let it Flow

Fi/2008/documentary/57min./Dutch premiere 

Directed by Jenni Linko

Cast: Flo Mo Crew

Let it flow follow the finnish b-boy crew Flow-Mo to a major breakdancing event in Seoul 2007, where they battle against top crews of the world and surprise everyone with the outcome. It is also a journey into the spirit of B-boying. Cast partly present at festival. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pVUM267Dae4

Nepster the Remix

NL/2008/short/3min./sneak preview

Directed by Jenny Mijnhijmer & Jeffrey Spalburg

Nepster the Remix, is a daring, funny, in your face sketch show. It's a MUST SEE comedy that will be launced in 2009. At Black Soil a sneak preview… www.mconline.nl  Directors & producers present at festival. 

Public Enemy: Welcome to the Terrordome

USA/2008/documentary/Dutch premiere 

director: Robert Patton-Spruill

Public Enemy's 20 year career has had a monumental impact on the music world. WELCOME TO THE TERRORDOME document chronicles their legacy and history. Public Enemy's ability to weave messages of activism and societal ills into songs revolutionized rap and hip-hop. Artists such as the Beastie Boys, Tom Morello (Audioslave, Rage Against The Machine), Henry Rollins, Talib Kweli and Jonathan Davis of Korn reflect on the group's power. With live concert footage Public Enemy demonstrates they still have the power to get the crowd on their feet with insanely infectious music and relentless beats. www.publicenemy.com

Rio Cruizero

Br/2008/short film/premiere

Directed by: Haas & Hahn

In this short film we’ll see the outcome of the collaboration between Jeroen Koolhaas en Dre Urhahn started when Jeroen won the Black Soil Visionaries 2004. After they made their MTV documentary (competition award) in the favela’s of Rio de Janeiro, Haas & Hahn went back and surprised the world (CNN, Al Jahzeera, Fox, Globo, NOS…) with their Favela Painting project. “Vila Cruzeiro” was colored by their enormous and numerous murals. After this spectacular success the artist duo is now developing new art projects for other countries. Directors will be present at festival.

Slingshot Hip Hop 
US/Palestine/2008/83min.
director: Jackie Reem Salloum 

SLINGSHOT HIP HOP braids together the stories of young Palestinians living in Gaza, the West Bank and inside Israel as they discover Hip Hop and employ it as a tool to surmount divisions imposed by occupation and poverty. From internal checkpoints and Separation Walls to gender norms and generational differenties, this is the story of young people crossing the borders that separate them. (www.slingshothiphop.com)

Something out of nothing

USA/2007/documentary/40min./European premiere

Directed by Robert Small

Hip Hop means many things to millions of people - from the energized streets of New York to the dangerous parts of the Middle East to the hoods of Cuba. Something Out Of Nothing digs into the unexplored world of Hip Hop Theater, its history, its influence, its breakthroughs and its fight to be recognized. Something Out Of Nothing looks at how hip hop theater has manifested itself around the world and at the political potential and power it carries.

Boombap presents: SprayMasters

USA/2007/documentary/85min. /European premiere

Directed by Manfred Kirchheimer 

Cast: Futura2000, Lee, Lady Pink & Zephyr

Four former NYC graffiti artists reflect on their teenage years as renegades sneaking into rail yards, decorating subway cars, and eluding arrest. This beautifully shot film includes early footage recorded by Kirchheimer for his underground classic Stations of the Elevated (1980). director will attend the festival. Trailer: www.youtube.com/watch?v=bg-MixfB0hA 

Stars in his eyes

NL/2008/short/22min./European premiere

Directed by Bibi Fadlalla

Damon Peruzzi is the promoter of the longest running hiphop party in New York City. Over the past eight years Peruzzi, originally from Detroit, has created his own world where the kids, the thugs, the dragqueens, and the celebrities flock every week, and everyone's beautiful under the flashing lights. Stars in His Eyes explores this dynamic scene and trails its svengali, Damon Peruzzi. A dizzying ride, through an unbelievable world, Peruzzi's parties are all about looking great and having fun. But is that really all there is to it? www.firstbornunicorn.net
The world is yours: Ninthe & Zuluboy in South Africa

NL/ZA/2008/short/24min.

Directed by: Marieke Schellart

In ‘The World is yours’ Dutch R&B hiphop artist Ninthe meets South African Hip Hop artist Zuluboy in Capetown. The artists have their passion for music and their drive to share this passion with the youth of South Africa in common. Their message to the youth in the townships is: ‘The world is yours, take your changes, make music and don’t give Hiv & aids a change.’ The documentary ends with a videoclip of  Ninthe and Zuluboy of a hiphoptrack they produced together in South Africa. Director and Ninthe present at Festival. 

Ursula Rucker, poet

USA/2008/short/30min./European premiere

Directed by Michael Dennis 

Wife. Mother. Activist. Friend. Discover the power of poet Ursula Rucker in this revealing new documentary portrait. Poet Ursula Rucker is best known for her diverse musical collaborations with King Britt, The Roots and 4Hero. She has appeared on HBO's Def Poetry Jam and toured the world countless times. In this half-hour portrait, she performs several of her best-known pieces in an "unplugged" setting, revealing nuances not heard on the original recordings. Through interviews with peers and mentors--including Saul Williams, Sonia Sanchez and Gil-Scott-Heron--we come to appreciate the difference between "spoken word" and "poetry" and trace the path that led Ms. Rucker to become one of the most acclaimed artists of her generation. Producer wil lattend the festival! http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xkl4HnjtaJM
